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Message from the President 

Dr W.M. Tharanga Dilruk Ranasingh
President, 2022/2023  
University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka, 

I am truly delighted to issue this message as the President of the University 

Librarians Association of Sri Lanka (ULA) on this significant occasion— the launch 

of the biographies of former university librarians. This compilation holds immense 

value for our profession. 

In every profession, pioneering individuals play an indispensable role in its growth 

and development, and the realm of university librarianship in Sri Lanka is no 

exception. Our former university librarians have tirelessly dedicated themselves to

establishing and elevating the professional status of university librarianship since 

the inception of universities in this country. Their academic and professional

contributions have been pivotal in enhancing the services provided to library users 

over several decades. As university librarians, they have not only fostered the

development of their respective institutions but have also significantly contributed

to the advancement of our nation. 

It is with great pride and reverence that we acknowledge their invaluable 

contributions. Learning from the experiences and wisdom they have amassed is 

essential for the continued growth of our profession. The compilation of biographies 
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of our former university librarians is a historic and commendable endeavour in this 

context. 

I thank the previous ULA executive committee (2021–2022), including the 

immediate past president, for spearheading this initiative. I also express my profound 

appreciation for the painstaking efforts of the compiler of this work and all those 

who contributed in various ways to bring this publication to fruition. 

This compilation will stand as a historical record, preserving and honouring our 

former librarians' extraordinary contributions. Moreover, it will serve as an 

invaluable resource, providing insights and inspiration to shape the future of 

academic librarians in Sri Lanka. 

In closing, I want to convey my appreciation for our university librarians' 

unwavering commitment and dedication. Your tireless efforts continue to inspire us, 

and I look forward to a future where we build upon our predecessors' legacy to 

elevate our profession's standards further. 



Message from the Immediate Past President

Dr. W. J. Jeyaraj
Immediate Past President: 2021/22. 
University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka 

Librarian 
Eastern University, Sri Lanka. 

In the annals of Sri Lanka's academic landscape, the esteemed University Libraries 

stand as iconic institutions, embodying the rich tapestry of intellectual history and 

the indomitable spirit of the earlier librarians who dedicated their lives to nurturing 

knowledge and wisdom. I take pride in the fact that this book strives to honour the 

priceless legacy of Sri Lanka's university librarians, illustrating their determination 

and passion from the early beginnings to the dynamic present.

Over time, university librarians have been steadfast custodians of knowledge, 

overcoming numerous challenges and ceaselessly working to elevate the standards

of their libraries. The present-day impressive and alluring university library setups 

are a testament to the dedication and vision of these retired library professionals. 

Their relentless efforts have paved the way for the academic sanctuaries we now

behold. 

In recognizing the monumental contributions of these library legends, we, the 

current generation of university library professionals, are inspired to march forward, 

building upon the strong foundations they laid. I do not doubt that this book seeks 

to immortalize the stories and profiles of these extraordinary individuals, ensuring 

their ethos is forever etched in our hearts and minds. 
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During ULA 2021/22, the Executive Committee resolved to compile and publish the 

profiles of all retired and departed university librarians, a project we initiated with 

great pride and enthusiasm but could only complete after a year. Dr W. M. T. D. 

Ranasinghe, the current President of ULA, spearheaded this endeavour with his 

efficient Executive Team members, particularly Mrs Thanuja C. Ranawella as the 

compiler, who meticulously curated and presented the data, resulting in this 

insightful publication. I extend my heartfelt congratulations to them for their tireless 

efforts in producing this prestigious volume and unveiling this honour on the 

auspicious annual day of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka. 

I envision future Executive Committees continuing this legacy by chronicling the 

comprehensive histories of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka and 

the individual university libraries. Such collective narratives serve as invaluable 

resources, offering a glimpse into the evolution of the field of university 

librarianship in Sri Lanka. 

I extend my best wishes for a healthy and prosperous life to all the retired university 

librarians. Your contributions will forever remain a guiding light, illuminating the 

path for generations to come. May this book stand as a tribute to your immeasurable 

impact on the academic landscape of Sri Lanka. 
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Preface 

Thank you for visiting "Silent Guardians and Legacy Keepers: Chronicles of Former 

University Librarians in Sri Lanka”. The anecdotes in this book honour the 

committed people who once worked as university librarians in Sri Lanka. 

Despite their apparent calm demeanour, librarians work in a very active 

environment. They are the stewards of wisdom, the keepers of the books, and the 

guardians of knowledge. This book unearths the forgotten stories of these unsung 

heroes who have toiled ceaselessly to protect and disseminate the vast amounts of 

knowledge kept in the libraries of Sri Lankan universities. 

Through these pages, you will get to know the individuals who have dedicated their 

lives to discovering and preserving culture. Their tales will inspire you, and you will 

be reminded of the value of libraries in our society by their legacy. 

Come along on a trip through time and knowledge as we pay homage to these unseen 

stewards of the past and heritage who have impacted Sri Lankan literature and 

education. 

Thanuja C. Ranawella 

Compiler/Senior Assistant Librarian, Grade I 

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University 
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